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StoreFront  Books 


We  are  pleased  to  announce  the  second  volume  in  the 
Storefront  Books  senes ,  Seburboa  Oitcipliae  edited 
by  Peter  Lang  and  Tam  MAer  and  published  by 
Princeton  Architectural  Press .  (  The  city  is  no  longer 
the  undisputed  arbiter  lor  civilization,  suburbia  has 
migrated  urban  culture  worldwide,  shaping  both  its 
aspirations  and  tears  )  Suburban  Discipline  at  plot  as 
the  rituals,  customs  and  changing  nature  ol  suburbs  thi 
country  and  abroad  m  an  attempt  to  delme  suburban 
Culture  without  relying  on  typical  urban  comparison 
Topics  include  roadside  ads,  Benton  MacKaye  and  the 
Appalachian  Trail,  the  hanging  suburbs  of  Caracas. 
EurahUe,  and  the  erplor  ebons  ot  Romebased 
architectural  group.  Stalker 


Storefront  for  Art  and  Architecture  is  supported  by 
The  Stephen  A  and  Diana  L  Goldberg  Foundation, 
Graham  Foundation  tor  Advanced  Studies  in  Visual 
Arts.  Greenwall  Foundation.  Jerome  Foundation. 

The  Andy  Warhol  Foundation  tor  the  Visual  Arts. 
New  York  State  Council  on  the  Ads.  National 
Endowment  lor  the  Ads.  the  New  York  City  Dept  ol 
Cultural  Allans  and  Friends. 


Suburban  Discipline  is  avsilable  at  Store  front  and  other 

bookstores  for  $13  95 


Cl(hJ  UOD  Orttllt 


Wo  plan  to  continue  the  Storefront  Book  senes  with 
ECO-TEC:  Architecture  el  the  tr»4etween  edited  by 

Amerigo  Ma/ras  and  Tam  Miller  scheduled  tor 
publication  m  fall  1998.  This  volume,  chronicling 
Storefront's  unique  ECO  TEC  protect  will  include  torn 
end  images  by  Neil  Denari,  Manuel  de  Landa,  Msrk 
Dery.  Me/  Chm,  felu  Guatlan,  Andrew  Ross,  James 
Wmes,  Jean  Gardner  and  Richard  Kehan,  among 
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•e  arr  hrgmiiig  ta  alii  a  place  latber  tbao  move  between  places  Home  is  changing  mtu  office,  and  vice  versa.  while  cities  are  beginning 


IMAGES  OP  THE  FUTURE 

The  Architecture  of  a  Re*  Gengiapby 


to  loab  more  like  each  ether  Consequently,  the  devaluation  of  geographical  relevancy  is  not  only  based  on  the  removal  of  physical  distances, 
hut  also  in  the  disappearance  of  urban  uniqueness  The  geography  of  Yrerywhcte  bet  nowhere  "  Is  under  construction,  where  the  centers, 
even  edges,  of  any  cities  or  cultures  seem  superfluous. 


CR*s  nscd  ta  have  walls  aad  gates,  a  sense  of  enclosure  that  outlined  and  stroctered  the  commnoity  However,  the  urbanization  of 
develop  mg  nation  along  with  the  soborbooizatin  of  developed  nations,  have  made  such  enclosures  obsolete  Villages  hue  grown  inti 
cities,  cities  have  expaided  to  form  megalopolises,  and  previously  independent  dies  ire  mergtig  to  form  even  larger  cities,  which  often 
crnss  iitinnil  boundaries  This  suggests  that  cities  are  becimmg  the  oeit  state  structure,  replacing  what  the  nation  used  to  represent  At 
the  same  t.mt  some  dies,  ihiodnned  by  the  nomadic  behavior  it  advaonag  technologies,  have  lost  significant  portions  of  their  popilatmos 
aid  industries  lost  to  the  suburbs  later  tn  rent  areas  and  now  to  other  cnootrlcs.  The  depopulation  aod  disinvestment  of  old  industrial 
dm  raise  the  possiiUty  uf  a  throw-away  city,  with  our  disposable  cuRure  acquiring  an  irban  scale  Defenseless  against  the  increasing 
quantity  aoU  mobilty  of  population,  the  wals  and  |ites  uf  traditional  cities  have  been  removed. 


These  cbaiges  may  help  tn  opium  why  dies  are  so  violent  We  keep  in  boUdiog  them  and  at  the  same  time  desti  vying  them  These 
eon  ess  eye les  of  destruction  aid  instruction  may  he  uitrmsic  ta  the  prtgress  if  the  urban  environment,  yet  then  excessive  recurrence 
seems  beyond  the  adaptive  limn  of  inhabitants.  And  modernity,  nthless  in  the  use  if  natural  resources  and  human  labor,  m  the  end.  may 
leave  a  trail  of  abandoned  cities,  exhausted  along  the  route  of  advancing  capitalism 


Bit  a  reality,  din  are  pst  moving,  sbiftiaf  their  boundaries  aunts  the  land  Eodnsnre  no  longer  protects  communities,  it  destroys  them 
At  the  same  time,  as  the  density  of  suburbs  begins  to  exceed  that  of  the  inner  cities-agaio  10  developed  oatioos-tbe  enclosure  uow  protects 
the  periphery  rather  than  the  center  The  concept  of  enclosure,  the  very  principle  10  which  cities  were  founded,  is  m  traosformafioo. 


Thus,  the  standardization  of  cuttire  and  the  development  of  physical  similarities  is  in  progress.  With  generic  malls,  hotels  and  offices  now 
dominating  skylines  and  public  spaces,  the  homogenization  of  urban  identity  is  integral  to  the  internationalization  of  labor,  commerce  and 
information  The  goal  is  the  convemeoce  of  having  cities  that  look  and  feel  the  same;  that  confoim  to  the  standards  and  comforts  that  are 
expected  by  increasingly  globalized  mdostnes  and  their  professionals  And  in  binding  distinctive  and  distant  landscapes,  the  arrhitectuie  of 
globalization  cnostructs  an  immaterial  city,  one  that  is  absent  of  a  particular  location  hut  is  nevertheless  quite  real  and  functional. 


in  achieving  the  franchising  of  urban  and  cultural  spaces,  the  history  of  any  particular  place  must  be  modified,  and  in  some  cases, 
eradicated  outright.  Like  processed  fowd,  complex  and  differentiated  elements  ire  replaced  with  simpler  cultural  icons  that  can  be 
controlled  and  marketed  for  wider  consumption  For  example,  many  Asian  cities,  amid  urban  developments  of  monumental  proportions,  are 
erasing  their  tuditiooal  sectors  and  building  standardized  uiban  and  cultural  landscapes,  all  Western  inspired  In  turn,  the  remnants  of 
lodigRiuus  architecture  and  spaces,  now  dysfunctional  in  both  economic  and  cultural  terms,  could  only  survive  through  their 
thematifxations,  is  restaonots.  museums  aod  amusement  parks.  At  the  same  time,  with  the  absence  of  Active-  culture,  selected 
memmies  are  bung  reconstituted  as  official"  history,  and  returned  to  the  urban  fabric,  stripped  of  their  precision  and  idiosynciastes  and 
primarily  attached  tn  masswe  commercialized  spaces  As  much  as  the  Asian  officials  claim  that  the  Westernization  of  their  cities  Is  not 
literal  but  interpretive,  the  survival  of  traditlooal  ways  of  life,  without  their  icons  and  symbols,  will  he  virtually  impossible. 
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And  with  the  Western  colonization  of  Asia  reaching  its  closing  chapter,  exemplified  by  the  recent  transfer  of  Hong  Kong  from  British  rule  to 
Chinese  control,  the  powei  of  colonialism  is  shifting  Although  the  general  transformation  of  urban  landscape,  from  indigenous  to  western, 
was  brought  about  in  the  interest  of  foreign  investment  and  trade,  it  is  the  foreigners  who  now  lament  more  on  the  low  of  native  cultures 
than  the  natives  Post-colonialism  induces  voluntary  self  exploitation  of  natural  and  human  resources  lo  this  condition  of  self -colonization, 
the  eradication  of  native  culture  may  be  more  ruthless  under  the  natives  than  the  foreigners,  as  the  transformation  of  the  built  envuonment 
confronts  less  resistance. 

In  contrast,  the  dissolution  the  Cold  War  has  invoked  a  resurgence  of  national,  regional  and  local  identities  Wars  in  Korea,  Vietnam  and 
Afghanistan  are  substituted  by  conflicts  in  Iraq.  Somalia.  Chechnya.  Zaire.  Rwanda  and  elsewhere,  as  the  geopolitical  landscape  is  being 
reconstituted  into  regional,  urban  and  even  neighborhood  scaled  divisions.  And  although  many  oeo-nationabst  groups  may  have  been 
provoked  by  self-serving  political  and  financial  ambitions,  the  new  mapping,  nevertheless,  seems  quintessential  to  the  self -identity  of 
indigenous  masses  For  them,  revolution  is  spatial,  and  then  battles  are  over  spaces  aod  buildings. 

Thus,  cities,  no  longer  targeted  by  atomic  weapons,  now  implode  from  then  own  disappointments  and  developments.  Different  sets  of 
urban  issues,  of  political  dominance  and  social  oppression,  are  being  brought  forth,  accompanied  by  pictures  of  hurting  buddings  aod 
exploded  public  spaces-m  the  World  Trade  Center.  Oklahoma  City.  Sarajevo.  Beirut  and  more.  The  movements  for  mdependeice  are  now 
emerging  even  within  the  First  World,  and  not  just  m  some  'banana  republics  "  With  the  mternalizatioo  of  political  debates  and  popular 
dissent,  aichitecture  becomes  the  new  political  effigy,  and  cities,  the  immeiswe  theaters  of  economic,  political  and  cuRural  conflagrations, 
if  these  aie  the  images  of  our  future,  then  they  must  he  the  architecture  of  a  new  social  geography  10  the  making. 


The  fragmentation  of  contemporary  cities  does  out  end  with  the  building  of  enclaves  Fir  an  example,  the  process  of  rebuilding  the  inner 
cities  of  developed  nations,  with  then  new  sports  stadiums,  restaurants  aid  theaters,  is  effectively  transforming  them  into  entertainment 
aid  coRoral  hobs  for  the  surrounding  areas— the  soburbioizatiof  of  inner  cities.  And.  the  reconstruction  of  the  central  district  in  the  war- 
torn  city  of  Beirut,  or  the  new  urban  developments  in  Asia,  are  a  part  it  ambitious  plans  to  develop  internatimaktiss  cities  Under  the 
rhetoric  of  Tjuality  of  life,"  a  desirable  part  of  a  city  is  extracted  from  its  own  city,  aod  coooected  to  •  distant  culture  aid  economy 

In  the  end.  we  seem  to  he  making  many  nations  out  of  one  city,  aod  at  the  some  time,  making  ooe  city  from  many  nation  The  desne  to  be 
international  at  any  cost,  combined  with  the  renewed  emphasis  on  local  identity,  n  producing  a  phenomena  of  'Clocalization "  a  diabolical 
mm  of  umversalism  and  mdwidoalism  lo  the  attempt  to  recoicitt  this  contiadatiixn.  old  boundaries  are  being  broken  and  new  maps  an 
being  drawn,  radically  mutating  our  social  and  individual  spaces. 

Thus,  the  city  is  both  a  document  and  progenitor  of  social  strictures,  from  cultural  to  political  to  economic.  Its  immateriality  |spate|  and 
materiality  larchitec lure)  provide  the  fiamework  and  possibility  for  humao  thoughts  to  become  activities.  R  is  the  most  democratic 
manifestation  of  ourselves,  regardless  of  whether  it  is  autocratic  or  free  In  beinog  our  triumphs  and  catastrophes  to  witness,  it  is  the  most 
important  space  that  we  have. 


Kyong  Park 
July  19!/ 


However,  the  redefining  of  social  structure  is  not  only  based  on  religious,  ethnic  and  cultural  identities,  as  other  kiods  of  enclosures  are 
being  built  too  Cities  and  regions  are  beginning  to  erect  a  variety  of  enclaves  and  'gated  communities'  to  protect  the  islands  of  wealth 
within  the  sea  of  poverty.  The  rich  ghettoize  themselves  is  well,  within  their  financial  headquarters  and  residential  aieas.  Slumming  is  no 
longer  exclusively  for  the  poor,  aod  in  the  separation  of  wealth  and  poverty,  the  demilitanzjtion  of  urban  spaces  has  begui  The  new 
enclosures  are  the  edges  of  the  post-modern  cities,  marked  with  razor  wires,  surveillance  cameras  and  prwate  body  guards.  Thus,  cities 
have  begun  to  build  their  walls  and  gates  agan.  and  the  old  idea  of  fortificatioo  returns  with  new  technologies  and  armaments 


'liauill  Sill’  Ditnil 
Ciwllo  Jill  Vii|iri 
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